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on the " Lib-Labs." He did not, it is true, make
allowances for the political atmosphere in which
his victims had been brought up. He did not
take into account their many services to the cause
of Labour. He expected all of them to see as
clearly as he did the realities of the political
situation. He shut his eyes to everything but
their defection from his ideal of what Labour
M.P.s should be. They were obstacles in his
way ; he was determined to remove them, no
matter what means he employed.
Hardie was a man of one idea - a great idea,
fruitful and necessary. Towards the realisation
of his idea he plunged with headlong energy.
By his energy, concentrated and unwearying,
he detached Labour from Liberalism, gave it
the force and zeal of a revolutionary movement,
set its feet firmly on the path leading to Socialism.
He could not have done this if he had been
gentle in controversy, tolerant of opposition.
His faith was not a quietly burning candle ; it
was a searing, scorching flame.
Those whom it scorched and seared hated him,
sought for opportunities to discredit his judgment,
his honesty. The " Lib-Labs" spoke of him
in private, and in public as far as they dared,
with fury. Liberals were scornful rather than
furious. They had nothing immediate to lose.
They did not fear him. His stings hardly even
annoyed, so proudly sure did they feel that their
Party could never disintegrate. If they had been
told that Keir Hardie was undermining its